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The Development of Tropical Africa by the White Races.
Two Divergent Policies. By E. D. Morel. Liverpool:
J. Richardson and Sons.

THIS is a reprint of a paper read by Mr. Morel before the
Geographical Section of the British Association. The two
policies referred to in his title are those of trade and coercion,
and they are very fully discussed from the economic stand-
point. He has shown very conclusively that the coercive
system, as practised by the Congo State and, in a modified
form, advocated in some quarters among ourselves, is not
only morally wrong, but short-sighted and foolish.
" Honesty is the best policy" is, no doubt, the expression
of a very low ethical standard, if regarded as the sole sanction
of conduct, but it remains true, nevertheless, that injustice
means loss of one kind or another, in the long run. The
whole pamphlet is well worth study, especially Mr. Morel's
remarks on Native Land Tenure.

W E have received the Report of the Second General Mis-
sionary Conference, held at the Church of Scotland Mission,
Blantyre, British Central Africa, October 15-34, 1904.
(Blantyre, Mission Press.) A large variety of interesting
subjects were discussed at this conference, and great diver-
sity of opinion elicited. We may refer especially to the
Rev. J. S. Moffat's estimate (p. 11) of native morality, and
the striking comments of Dr. Laws, Dr. Hetherwick, and
Messrs. Henderson and Murray, and to the papers on a
native vernacular literature. Dr. Laws " did not think that
we should perpetuate the numerous languages, and thought
that English should prevail, for it opens up avenues of
knowledge to the people." Surely this is a pity, for the
intellect always suffers when deprived of its natural channel
of expression. No language acquired from outside can ever
fully express the thought of nation or individual. Africans
who know no language but English inevitably fashion it in
a mould of their own, and a glance over the files of some of
the West Coast papers shows that even grammatical study
and conscientious efforts after correctness of style are some-
times attended with grotesque results. The question of
hospitals and public health occupied the attention of the
conference at its third session. The Report ends with a
brief recapitulation of the Resolutions passed, and the replies
of Sir Alfred Sharpe to such as were laid before him.


